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Introduction by 
FREDERIK L. SCHODT 
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I want to be Stan Sakai 


1 first got to know Stan in early 1008, when 1 helped 
‘organize د‎ forum in Tokyo far North American and 
Japanese cartoonists and сопіс book artists. 1 acted 
mainly asa coordinator and interpreter for the focum. 
organizer, Tezuka Productions, but 1 ako got to help 
select some ofthe artists fromthe States, was easy to 
propose Stan as a candidate, since 1 አ long admired 
his work, 


“The manga ind has become ی‎ and 
global, so much so that some people 8. the business 
in Japan tave begunto look dwn their noses at North 


ted to superhero fare, In selecting artists for the 
forum, one of our goals was therefore to introduce 
корк to 

North America, In retrospect to many 
Japanese participants Stan mast have seemed original 
to he pit of bing шінімен Dur 
“Japanese American father and a Japanese mother, but 
raised in Hawal ndeulturally very much an Amerkan, 


(he wide variety of work being done in 
ofthe forums 


apa of 


келесі. by 
эч in feudal Japan, but 
populated with fury animal and occsional dino- 
‘sur chanter. To merely oll Мат (зар Yojimbo 
аза іка terrible understatement, 


Japanese samurai поне 


1 was recently reflecting on what ዘ is that 1 ме s0 
much about Usagi. 1 was watching Yoji Yamada's 
2005 fil, The Hilden Blade, the folow-up to his 
immensely popular Tight Samurai. Ihearkens back 
tothe golden era of samurai movies, àladireetor Akira 
Kurosawaand others and was so good tat it made me 
anger foe more, also made me want to go backand 
read Usa limbo, to, for 1 realized that Usagi has 
the same wonderfuly rich, detailed, immersive, and 
‘otherworldly quality that 1 love about сабу posar 
samurai flms. And of course (нау also got another 
sorte cf mine—fury animals! 1 know that Stan 
grew up watching samurai fims in Начав, and also 
was probably glued to the box on Saturday тогай 


эр any o IA 


his day. But ший Stan came along, 1 doubt if anne. 
had ever thought af combining these two worlds ас 
destin such an entertaining, небнай, tongue- 
in-cheek,andonlystightly @utdeliberatdyhistorically 
inaccurate way, Гай these adjectival pleases sound as 
though they shouldnt oxi well, in Usagi they get 
longlike dear od ende 


‘One wo think that someone with as much talent as 
Stan might boa іва person, occasionally given o 
smashing hotel rooms and to checking into rehab, but 
he st Hte that at all. I dont know anyone so origi- 
ok who seeme to enjoy his work so much, and whofe 
зімо бы, And it shows in hi work. To say 
that adr 

lee 


ire Stan and his work is an underttement 


FREDERIK L. SCHODT 


Frederik L. Schodt is the author of Manga? Manga! 
The Word of Japanese Comics (Tokyo: Kodansha In- 
lemmatona, 1985) and ወሪ Japan: Writings on 
Modern Manga (Berkeley: Stene Bridge Press, 1800). 
He hasa website at ewe ара ова, 
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Story Notes 


CONTRABAND 
The first Europeans set foot in Japan in 1543 


ло. Six years later, Francis Xavier (1506 
1552) arrived and started the Jesuit mission. 
This became very successful, and the Jesuits 
acquired almost complete control of the 
port city of Nagasaki. Soon, churches were 
founded even in Kyoto and Osaka, and semi- 
navies wereestablished for training Japanese 
preachers. The Jesuits recorded Japanese 
customs and the culture ofthe day, resulting 
in the famous Japanese-Portuguese Diction- 
агу (ippo уво). The book recorded the 
language, not as written in Chinese charac 
ters, but exactly as it sounded to the Jesuits 
By 1580, there were an estimated 200,000 
Japanese Christians, including many more 
than a dozen daimyo (lords) 


(Oda Nobunaga (1534-1582), the fist of the. 
three great unifiers of Japan, was curious 
about the foreign religion, and allowed 
the Jesuits to spread Catholicism, After 
being assassinated Бу Akechi Mitsuhide. 
опе of his trusted generals, Nobunaga was 
succeeded by Toyotomi Hideyoshi (1536 
1598). Hideyoshi established a ban on 
Catholicism, but it was nominal and the 


number of converts continued to increase. 


Catholic missions, closely tied to foreign 
trade, continued to flourish as late as 1613. 


ዝን9) 


When Ieyasu Tokugawa came into power in 
1603, he tightened his grip on the country, 
and foreigninfluences dwindled. Everythi 


was done to stamp out Chri 


aniy, more 
for political reasons than for religious 


It was suspected that Christians did 
mot accept the government as а supreme 
authority, andit was feared that Christi 


might serve to unify defiant daimyo against 
the Shogunate. There were also fears of 
intrusion on Japan by European powers 
These fears were exacerbated by disputes 
between Spain and Portugal, as well as 
between Jesuits and the more recently 
arrived Franciscans and Dominicans. As а 
result, each Japanese family had to offically, 
register as members of a Buddhist temple 
Villagers and temples filed annual reports 
stating that everyone in their district had 
been examined and that no Christians were 
found to be among them. 


In 1637, à mostly Christian revolt led 
by sixteen-year-old Amakusa Shiro was put 
down near Nagasaki. Thirty-eight-thousand 
peasants and ronin shut themselves up in 
Hara Castle on the Shimabara Peninsula 
and defied the Tokugava government. 
The Dutch assisted the shogunate by 
bombarding the caste from the sea. After a 
four-month siege, Hara Castle was stormed 


and the starving Christians killed. Only د‎ 


few "secret Christians (Kakure Kirishitan) 
survived, mostly practicing their religion 
on islands off the coast of Nagasaki. It 
was not until 1873 that the restrictions on 
Christianity were lifted. 


Information for this story came from the 
following two sources: 

- Everyday Life im Traditional Japan by 
Charles). Dunn, 1969, Charles E. Tuttle Co., 
Rutland, VT and Tokyo, Japan. 

= Cultural Atlas of Japan Бу Martin Colleutt, 
Marius Jansen, and Isao Kumakura, 1998, 
Facts on File, Inc., New York, NY. 


ae 


AFTER THE RAT 

Nezumi Kozo (literally, “Rat Boy”) was د‎ 
thief who operated in 1820s Edo. He was 
dressed In black, and broke only into the 
residences ofthe rich, thereby delighting the. 
general publie. He would escape by nimbly 
traveling from one rooftop to another, 
giving the authorities the slip under the 
cover of night. ‘The rumor spread that the 
money he stole from feudal lords and rich 
The 


chants was given to the poor. 
truth was that he spent all that he stole 
on gambling and drinking saké. 
captured and executed in 1832. This "Rol 
Hood" later became the hero ofkabuki plays, 
novels, and dramas. 


He was 


This information was taken from Who's 
Who of Japan, 1990, Japan Travel Bureau, 
Ine., Japan. 


Lors 


NOCTURNAL 

The hannya (ог hanya) was one of the most 
feared demons in Japan's pantheon of 
monsters. Though there were male hannya, 
they were usually depicted as fe 
According to legend, the hanya was once 
a beautiful woman who became 
and was possessed by a demon. She wa: 
ghoul and vampire, eating her vict 
drinking their blood. Children and infants 


sane 


ns and 


were a delicacy to her. 


If a hannya had been an especially jealous 


woman in life, she would return to exact 


vengeance on ВАН lover or on 
men in general. Before fighting, a hannya 
screamed at her enemy, then attacked with 


her claws and horns. 


Probably the most famous hannya story is 
that of the demon of Rashomon Gate. In 
976 Ало. a demon named Ibaraki was to 
have haunted the gat 

na boasted that he would spend the 
night there ng. 
when he started to doze, he felt something 
tugat his helmet. Watanabe drew his sword 
andslashed wildly behind him. There was a 
shriek of pain, and he was surprised to find 
that he had cut off the hannya’s hand. He 
took it home and placed it in а box. A few 
days later an old woman appeared, asking 
to see the hand. He wa 
it to her, but after she told him her son had 
been a victim of the terrible demon, he did 


Kyoto. Watanabe 
по Ts 


At about two in the morn 


reluctant to show 


as she asked. She revealed herself to be a 
hanaya, grabbed the hand, and flew off. 
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UsAGI YOJIMBO 


Usagi's Twentieth Anniversary 


Most of the stories collected in this volume 
were originally published in 2004 as single 
issue comic books. That year marked the 
twentieth anniversary of the first publica 
tion of Stan Sakai beloved samurai bunny, 
Usagi Yojimbo, who originally saw p 
an eight-page story іп Albedo #2, د‎ “funny 
animals” comic published by Thoughts and 
Images in November 1984 


nt in 


In the history of comics, very few individual 
creators have matched Stan's record for 
longevity on a singe title, and twenty years, 
ог Usagi Yojimbo was definitely worth 


celebrati 


At Dark Horse, designer Cary Graz 
added а Twentieth Anniversary graphic to 
the cover of each issue published in 2004. 
Cary was also responsible, working directly 
with Stan, for The Art of Usagi Yojimbo, a 
lush hardcover that reproduced, in color 
and in black-and-white, twenty years worth 
of Usagi artwork, including some rare as 
well as brand-new pieces. 


Comic-Con International: San Diego got in 
on the celebration by dedicating a section 
oftheir prestigious convention catalogue to 
drawings commemorating Usagi’s twenty 
years of existence. Stan himself did a one- 
page strip for the catalogue, and it is 


reprinted on the following page. 


183 


On the back cover of each issue of Usagi, we 
usually run an illustration chosen from د‎ 
stack of copies of convention “sketches,” ink. 


drawings done by Stan for various shows. 
The back cover of Usagi #80, the last issue of. 
2004, featured a drawing of Stan himself 
calmly eating while the rabbit ronin attacks 
from behind. 1 “forgot” to run the final, 
colored version of the drawing past Stan for 


his official approval, and unbeknownst to 
him, | had Cary add a Happy Anniversary 
greeting and then asked each member of 
the Dark Horse stato sign his or her name 
around the art. The black-and-white ver 
sion, complete with signatures, is reprinted 
here. This was Dark Horses surprise thank 
you to Stan fora memorable twenty years of 
Usagi—we الد‎ kept the secret, and Stan 
didn't actually see the back cover until the 
comic was printed! 


Congratulations to Stan for the first twenty 
years of Usagi Yojimbo—and heres to the 
next twenty! 


Diana Schutz 
April 2006 
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Happy 20th Anniversary 752; 2 


to Stan Sakai and Usagi Yojimbo «e 
from all your friends at Dark Horse Comics! Wa 
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ВІОСВАРНУ 


Stan Sakai 


Stan Sakai across fromthe Alhambra, a Moorish castle in Granada, Spin, in March 
2006. Photo by Duncan ደሆ 


Зых Sau was bom in Kyoto, Japan, grew up in Hawaii, and now livesin 
California with his wife, Sharon, and two children, Hannah and Matthew. 
Hereceiveda Fine Arts degree from the University of Hawaii and furthered 
isstudies Ше Ari Center College of Design in Pasadena, California, 


His creation, Usagi Yojimbo, first appeared in comics in 1984. 
then, Usagi has been on television asa guest cf the Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles and has been made into toys seen on clothing, and featured in a 
series oftrade-paperbac collections. 


In 1991, Stan created Space Usagi, a series about the adventures ofa descen- 
dant ofthe original Usagi that dealt with samurai in а futuristic setting. 


Stan is also an award-winning letterer for his work on Sergio Aragonés” 
Gro, the “Spider-Man” Sunday newspaper strips, and Usagi Yojimbo. 


Stan is a recipient of a Parents’ Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an 
American Library Association Award, two Spanish Haxtur Awards, and 
several Eisner Awards. In 2003 he received the prestigious National 
Cartoonists Society Award in the Comic Book Division. 
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Books by Stan Sakai 


From Dark Horse Comics 
www.darkhorse.com. 


Book 8: SHADES or DEATH 

Book 9: DaisHo 

Book 10: THE BRINK OF LIFE AND DEATH 
Book 11: SEASONS 

Book 12: GRASSCUTTER 

Book 13: Grey SHADOWS 

BOOK 14: DEMON Mask 

Book 15: GRASSCUTTERII — JOURNEY TO ATSUTA SHRINE 
Book 16: THE SHROUDED MOON 

Book 17: DUEL АТ KITANOJI 

Book 18: TRAVELS WITH JOTARO 

Book 19: FATHERS AND SONS 

Book 20: GLIMPSES or DEATH 

Book 21: THE MOTHER OF MOUNTAINS 
Book 22: Томов 5тову 

SPACE USAGI 


From Fantagraphics Books 
www.fantagraphics.com 

Book 1: THE RONIN 

Book 2; SAMURAI 

Book 3: THE WANDERER'S ROAD 

Book 4: THE DRAGON BELLOW CONSPIRACY 
Book 5: LONE Goat AND KID 

Book 6: CIRCLES 

буе Cons Stony! 


SON Or ULIRON 


سل لام تا 1065" 
MAIS MONSTER‏ 


